
 

 

 

Issue Date:  December 2, 2016  

Reference:  RFA # CEP-PG-01 

Subject:  Clarifications regarding RFA # CEP-PG-01 

 

Question 1: Can a foreign organization that has a registered branch in Macedonia be the     
leading/coordinating organization for non-registered CSO alliance?  

Answer 1:       USAID’s Civic Engagement Project (CEP) and CEP’s RfA for Partnership Grants target 
Macedonian CSOs alliances and CSOs, the latter as a coordinating body for a non-
registered CSO alliance. An organization is considered to be a Macedonian CSO if it is 
managed by a governing body the majority of who are citizens or lawful permanent 
residents of Macedonia. 

Question 2:     Can you please clarify whether CSOs which apply on behalf of a CSO alliance that is not 
registered and will be managing the grant if selected, will also be eligible to apply on the 
other upcoming grant schemes within USAID's Civic Engagement Project? 

Answer 2:        All members of a given CSO alliance that will be awarded a Partnership Grant are eligible 
to apply to other CEP grant programs.  

Question 3:      As members of the network we have three Macedonian CSO organizations currently. Can 
we include more Macedonian CSO in a Memorandum of Understanding as mentioned in 
your RFA? 

Answer 3:        The Project will give priority to CSO alliances that have five or more CSO members and a 
proven track record of engaging in joint actions at least for the last three years. Since your 
network currently has three Macedonian CSOs, you could include more CSOs in the MoU 
that spells out the CSO alliance members’ commitment to work together. However, 
please note that the CSO alliance members should have at least three years of 
undertaking joint actions, although CEP may make a rare exception if sufficient evidence 
is presented to show that the CSO alliance’s leadership has adequate prior experience 
and the CSO alliance is capable of filling a niche that has been underserved in the past. 

Question 4:      Can we include in the implementation, partners such as Bar Associations? 

Answer 4:       Yes, you could include other partners in your CSO alliance. These partners will be eligible 
to receive funding through the Partnership Grants only if they are registered as non-profit 
organizations in Macedonia and they are considered a Macedonian organization (see 
question 1 above regarding the latter criterion).  



Question 5:      Can we include in the implementation of activities representatives of CSOs from the   
region that are members of our network? 

Answer 5:     Yes, CSOs that headquartered in the regions are considered regular members of CSO 
alliances that are eligible to apply for Partnership Grants.      

Question 6:      Can we apply only with Capacity Building activities as mentioned in Page 01 of your RFA 
or we have to include other activities such as advocacy, monitoring etc.? 

Answer 6:       The Partnership Grants aim to support the grantees’ capacity development activities to 
enhance their ability to deliver results on advocacy and monitoring activities that focus 
on priority issues of concern to citizens in Macedonia including: good governance, public 
service improvement, rule of law, anti-corruption, human rights, economic growth, 
business enabling environment, and monitoring and oversight of public institutions. 

Question 7:      Do the activities have to be implemented only in Macedonia?  

Answer 7:        Nearly all the proposed activities should take place in Macedonia, except for (limited) 
participation in networking or advocacy activities that are closely related to the CSO 
alliance’s proposed strategic interventions, but might be taking place abroad. In any case, 
should the CSO alliance propose activities that will take place abroad, it should clearly 
state how these activities are relevant to the proposed interventions.   


