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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Between April and June 2025, the Western Balkans experienced a period marked by national 

elections, ongoing European Union (EU) accession talks, and consequences of several tragic 

incidents that exposed persistent structural challenges, including corruption and lack of 

accountability within public institutions. During this time, coordinated disinformation campaigns 

sought to distort public discourse by promoting misleading anti-EU and anti-NATO narratives. 

These narratives depicted Western actors as hypocritical, manipulative, or indifferent to regional 

concerns, suggesting that European and transatlantic partnerships were driven by self-interest 

rather than shared values. The spread of such messages contributed to heightened civic unrest, 

protests, and political polarization, undermining public confidence in democratic institutions and 

the region’s integration into the Euro-Atlantic community.

In the same period, Montenegro’s EU accession process, upcoming elections across the Western 

Balkans, and the European Political Community (EPC) summit in Tirana on May 16 became focal 

points for disinformation efforts targeting the European Union. These campaigns framed the EU 

as censoring conservative voices and undermining traditional values, frequently intertwining 

such claims with religious and anti-gender rhetoric. Political and religious actors advanced these 

narratives further by alleging that the EU was covertly financing the so-called “Islamization of 

Europe,” thereby amplifying conspiracy-driven fears of Western interference and eroding public 

trust in European institutions.

Anti-Western rhetoric intensified in connection with the war in Ukraine and ongoing Kosovo–Serbia 

tensions. NATO was repeatedly depicted as an aggressor responsible for global instability, while 

Russian-aligned outlets portrayed Balkan leaders attending Victory Day celebrations in Russia 

on May 9 as defiant and strong, in contrast to pro-Western politicians portrayed as ‘puppets’ of 

Brussel and Washington.  

The ongoing student protests in Serbia, which followed the 2024 Novi Sad railway station tragedy, and 

the demonstrations in North Macedonia demanding accountability after the fatal Kočani nightclub 
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fire, were both framed by antidemocratic actors as Western-backed attempts to instigate “color 

revolutions,” reiterating narratives originating in Moscow. Politically biased media and unauthentic 

social media accounts sought to delegitimize the protesters by portraying them as politically 

manipulated and influenced by foreign interests, attempting to undermine public sympathy for 

their causes. Disinformation campaigns also targeted the Serbian protesters’ awareness-raising 

cycling initiative to Strasbourg, using it to reinforce “foreign agenda” narratives. Throughout this 

period, protest movements remained a dominant topic in regional discourse—particularly in Serbia, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, and North Macedonia—where they were increasingly entangled with 

amplification of anti-EU and anti-Western sentiment.

Overall, disinformation actors leveraged all events to erode trust in democratic institutions, 

delegitimize civic activism and deepen skepticism toward the West, resulting in weakened 

democratic resilience.
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This report refers to the period from April to June 2025. The Western Balkans Anti- Disinformation 

Hub analyzed over 500 articles and social media posts from North Macedonia, Albania, Kosovo, 

Serbia, Montenegro, and Bosnia and Herzegovina. Uncovering and understanding disinformation 

linked to foreign influences that mislead the public and weaken democratic institutions, has 

remained the goal of this analysis, using clear and transparent methodology aligned with EU 

and NATO definitions. This particularly means that the analysis focused on intentionally false or 

misleading content, created by external and domestic actors for economic or political gain.

The Hub partner organizations teams explored key aspects of the messaging behind the 

disinformation and narratives as well as their sources and the regional road of information flow. 

The potential to incite violence or radicalization, or its power to develop further polarization, has 

been the primary factor that influenced the choice of articles. By diving deep into all these factors, 

the report sheds light on how disinformation works and the risks it poses to the region’s stability 

and democratic development.

METHODOLOGY 
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In the period between April and June 2025, information manipulation campaigns in the Western 

Balkans intensified, with anti-EU narratives gaining prominence. This surge coincided with 

electoral processes in several countries and Montenegro’s ongoing EU accession negotiations, 

providing fertile ground for disinformation actors to exploit public sensitivities around governance, 

sovereignty, and European integration.

Anti-Western narratives remained a persistent feature of the information environment, 

intersecting with anti-EU messaging, especially in context of the student protests in Serbia, 

which have been ongoing since November 2024. Moreover, past tragic events across the region, 

linked to corruption and lack of accountability, were repeatedly exploited to fuel disinformation 

and harmful narratives aimed at deepening public distrust and polarization.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
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  Montenegro’s EU accession talks, the elections in several Western Balkan countries, alongside 

the European Political Community (EPC) meeting in Tirana, placed the region’s EU integration 

in the spotlight. These events were exploited by anti-democratic actors to spark tensions and 

discredit the EU as manipulative towards the Western Balkans in its commitment to enlargement, 

suggesting that the region’s stagnation results from Brussels’ double standards rather than 

domestic shortcomings. Anti-EU sub-narrative included claims that conservative voices 

within the EU are being censored by liberal elites, reinforcing the narrative of a value-caused 

incompatibility between Brussels and traditional societies of the Western Balkans. These 

narratives often overlapped with religious or anti-gender rhetoric, and in some cases promoted 

the notion that the EU is secretly funding the Islamization of Europe, a conspiracy-driven claim 

used to provoke fear and depict the Union as a threat to Orthodox Christianity and traditional 

values in the region.

	 Conservative voices in EU are being censored by elites 
	 EU is supporting Nazisam
	 EU will dissolve
	 EU is secretly funding the Islamization of Europe

PERCENTAGE OF MOST COMMON ANTI-EU  
SUB-NARRATIVES IN APRIL–JUNE 2025

47%

38%

30%

15%

Anti-Western narratives remained deeply entrenched across the Western Balkans, translated 

into each country`s domestic political discourse. However anti-Western actors also maintained 

certain metanarratives alive particularly related to the war in Ukraine and the Kosovo–Serbia 

context since both are connected to depicting NATO as an aggressor and responsible for wars and 

global instability.  The persistence of such messaging resonates with the long-term influence of 

pro-Russian and anti-NATO sentiments in the region.

The Victory Day celebrations in Russia and the subsequent NATO Summit in The Hague catalyzed 

new wave of polarizing content in the public discourse all over the region. Pro-Russian outlets 

depicted the attendance of few Balkan political actors at Victory Day events in Moscow as an act 

of defiance against EU recommendations, portraying them as strong leaders who resist Western 

pressure while positioning pro-Western politicians as Brussel`s and Washington`s “puppets”. 

This narrative was instrumentalized for further polarization of the society. 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2025/06/27/eu-and-montenegro-provisionally-close-public-procurement-chapter-in-accession-negotiations/#:~:text=Today%2C%20the%2023rd%20meeting%20of%20the%20Accession%20Conference,progress%20in%20closing%20chapter%205%20on%20public%20procurement
https://english.gazetatema.net/politics/2025-elections-to-define-the-balkans-political-future-i338000
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)765805
https://tpz.al/bota/themeluesi-i-telegram-it-akuzon-parisin-per-nderhyrje-ne-zgjedhjet-rumune-m-i286875
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/sta-je-projekat-bijeli-islam-eu-ne-finansira-preobracanje-bijelaca-u-islam-vec-religijsko-istrazivanje/
https://vistinomer.mk/nato-nema-vrska-so-ukrainskata-operacija-vo-koja-se-unishteni-ruski-bombarderi-a-ne-nuklearno-oruzhje/
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/nato-mohon-terheqjen-e-trupave-amerikane-nga-kosova/
https://apnews.com/article/russia-victory-red-square-parade-putin-xi-07a2654be42009c0d03efefc93e75a5f
https://www.reuters.com/world/leaders-gather-nato-summit-trump-brokered-israel-iran-ceasefire-holds-2025-06-25/
https://balkaninsight.com/2025/05/09/vucic-attends-moscow-victory-parade-amid-barrage-of-eu-criticism/
https://balkaninsight.com/2025/05/09/vucic-attends-moscow-victory-parade-amid-barrage-of-eu-criticism/
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	 NATO is a teroristic organisation  
 The West is hypocritical
	 NATO countries will atttack Russia
	 Conspiracy theories

PERCENTAGE OF MOST COMMON ANTI-WESTERN SUB - NARRATIVES  
APRIL - JUNE 2025

35%

25%

20%

10%

The student protests in Serbia triggered by a tragic event on November 2024, killing 16 

people, began as a civic movement and evolved into a broader protest against corruption and 

institutional unaccountability. Serbia`s pro-government tabloids, sought to delegitimize the 

protests by labeling students as politically manipulated and foreign influenced, depicting them 

as “blockers” disrupting public life. Despite this, students maintained their demands for fair 

elections and systemic change.  Protests against corruption and institutional accountability 

were also happening in North Macedonia triggered by the tragic night club fire that resulted in 

killing 62 young people.

	 Students’ protests are political
 Colour revolution screnario
	 Protesters are extremist	
	 Protesters are extremist

PERCENTAGE OF MOST COMMON SUB-NARRATIVES ON THE STUDENT PROTESTS 
RELATIONS APRIL - JUNE 2025

30%

20%

15%

10%

Disinformation narratives drawing parallels with the protests in Belgrade, portraying both as part 

of a so-called “colored revolution” scenario allegedly orchestrated by the West and domestic 

political elites. The Serbian protests were attacked by strong anti-EU frames, after a group of 

students cycled to Stratsbourg to draw attention to their demands, an act that was quickly 

dismissed and ridiculed by pro-government tabloids. Disinformation actors accused NGOs of 

manipulating the movement, framing it as part of a “foreign agenda” against national interests. 

Despite these efforts to discredit the protests, they remain a significant topic in the region, 

especially given the growing Serbian and Russian influence in shaping public discourse and 

fueling anti-Western sentiment.

https://www.gradjanske.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Protests-Against-Corruption-in-Serbia_-A-Review-of-Events-and-Institutional-Response.pdf
https://balkaneu.com/serbias-youth-rise-against-corruption-massive-protests-spark-change/#:~:text=The%20protests%2C%20primarily%20led%20by%20students%2C%20have%20transformed,canopy%20in%20Novi%20Sad%20on%20November%201%2C%202024.
https://www.isac-fund.org/en/news/analysis-of-the-narrative-reporting-by-pro-government-media-on-the-student-civil-protests-as-a-means-of-destabilizing-and-overthrowing-the-state
https://informer.rs/politika/vesti/1023790/blokaderi-krse-izbornu-tisinu-u-kosjericu
https://www.reportingdiversity.org/when-grief-becomes-political-how-tragedy-is-weaponized-against-a-free-press-and-youth-in-north-macedonia-and-serbia/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/06/30/lavrov-warns-west-against-backing-color-revolution-in-serbia-as-protests-heat-up-a89612
https://balkaneu.com/pedaling-for-change-serbian-students-cycle-to-strasbourg-for-eu-support/
https://balkaneu.com/pedaling-for-change-serbian-students-cycle-to-strasbourg-for-eu-support/
https://www.isac-fund.org/en/news/monstrous-heres-who-pedaled-to-strasbourg-on-behalf-of-the-student-protesters-and-was-received-by-meps-video
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/vode-protesta-u-srbiji-ne-dolaze-na-obuku-ekstremista-na-point-u
https://thegeopost.com/en/analysis/vucic-accuses-the-west-of-a-color-revolution-in-serbia-russian-media-repeat-his-statement/
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EVENTS USED AS TRIGGER FOR DISINFORMATION CAMPAIGNS DURING SECOND QUARTER OF 2025

Date Country Event 

9 May Russia Victory Day

11 May Albania European Political Community meeting 

3 May Serbia Serbian students cycle to Strasbourg

14 April Kosovo Sudan have officially recognized Kosovo’s independence

21 April  Vatican Pope Francis’ funeral

11 June Albania Albania’s parliamentary elections

8 June Serbia Elections in two small Serbian municipalities

24-26 June Netherlands 2025 NATO Summit in The Hague

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-61332283
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_BRI(2025)765805
https://balkaneu.com/pedaling-for-change-serbian-students-cycle-to-strasbourg-for-eu-support/
https://seenews.com/news/sudan-recognises-kosovos-independence-1273738
https://edition.cnn.com/2025/04/22/europe/pope-francis-funeral-everything-we-know-intl/
https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/590610
https://a2news.com/english/rajoni-bota/ballkani/zgjedhjet-ne-dy-komuna-te-vogla-te-serbise-test-per-pushtet-i1149994
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_225618.htm
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ALBANIA

Albania’s information environment was shaped by the parliamentary elections with borrowed 

from global ideological frames, portraying the contest as a battle between George Soros and 

Donald Trump, an idea rooted in a Fox News article alongside recurring claims of Russia funding 

the opposition. These stories heavily influenced Albania`s political reality, dominating the local 

online portals. 

Besides the elections, Albanian public discourse was saturated by distorted reporting on 

international developments. Statements by German intelligence chief Bruno Kahl regarding  

Russia’s future military capacity were misrepresented as predictions of imminent war, while 

rumors of a secret US–Russia deal to end the war in Ukraine circulated in speculative and 

misleading forms. Kremlin narratives, such as claims that Ukraine refuses peace talks, were 

widely spread without context.

Reports on Serbia`s preparations for military action against Kosovo, framing statements by 

Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić and Serbian military officials as signs of imminent escalation, 

were amplified by most Albanian media. In practice, this reflects Serbia’s long-standing pattern 

of portraying Kosovo as a threat to Serbs and using military rhetoric to reinforce this stance, 

though such threats rarely extend beyond symbolic border exercises. At the same time, Albanian 

outlets circulated an unsubstantiated claim by US President Donald Trump that he had “stopped 

a war” between Serbia and Kosovo, despite no evidence and the failed implementation of his 

2020-brokered agreement. The Israel–Iran conflict produced another wave of viral misinformation 

on Albanian social media, from recycled images of rockets and planes to conspiracy theories, 

often spread by tabloids. 

COUNTRY CONTEXT 
UPDATE

https://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/590610
https://www.foxnews.com/world/soros-v-trump-socialists-targets-conservatives-upcoming-european-election
https://lapsi.al/2025/04/16/pasqyra-e-fox-news-per-zgjedhjet-ne-shqiperi-ne-beteje-sorosiste-dhe-trumpiste/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/short_news/albanian-political-parties-spar-over-russian-funding-allegations/
https://www.oranews.tv/bota/inteligjenca-gjermane-paralajmeron-nese-ukraina-bie-rusia-mund-te-nise-luft-i1230161
https://koha.mk/kelog-ukraina-mund-te-ndahet-si-berlini-pas-luftes-se-dyte-boterore/
https://euronews.al/peskov-ukraina-nuk-eshte-gati-per-negociata-trupat-ruse-po-perparojne/
https://a2news.com/rajoni-bota/ballkani/mbledhja-urgjente-e-keshillit-te-sigurise-vucic-i-jep-urdhr-i1148698
https://www.gazetatema.net/bota/ne-mandatin-e-pare-ndalova-nje-konflikt-kosove-serbi-trump-irani-dhe-izrael-i500054
https://www.voanews.com/a/europe_us-brokered-serbia-kosovo-deal-step-forward-challenges-remain/6195487.html
https://www.tiktok.com/@joq/video/7517233073176546574?q=avion%20ushtarak%20tirane&t=1750626942637
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  Anti-Western narratives gained traction around symbolic dates such as May 9—celebrated 

as both Victory over Fascism Day in different countries and as well as Europe Day instituted 

by the EU—echoing Kremlin rhetoric portraying the EU as hostile and Russia as heroic. 

Overall, Albania’s media landscape continues to combine locally rooted disinformation with 

recycled international narratives, often framed through sensationalism and clickbait that 

amplify uncertainty and tension.

Most 
impactful 
themes 

Most impactful narratives Most impactful disinformation 

instances

Anti-EU `` European role is over

`` EU will dissolve

`` Conservative voices in 
EU are being censored by 
liberal elites

`` Europe and the United States were the 
central point of reference, while now it is 
everyone else

`` France interfered in Romania’s presidential 
elections by demanding the removal of 
certain conservative messages

War in 
Ukraine

`` Erosion of Ukrainian 
sovereignty

`` Russia is not the aggressor

`` Russia is winning

`` Trump and Russia will reach deal to divide 
Ukraine 

`` Russia is not seeking Ukraine’s capitulation, 
but for Kiev to recognize the reality

`` Ukraine is not ready for negotiations, 
Russian troops are advancing

Kosovo-
Serbia 
relations

`` Serbia will attack Kosovo

`` Trump is a strong 
peacemaker

`` Emergency Security Council meeting, Vučić 
orders the army to act against Kosovo

`` Donald Trump stopped a war between 
Serbia and Kosovo

https://noa.al/lajmi/2025/06/2516068.html
https://noa.al/lajmi/2025/06/2516068.html
https://noa.al/lajmi/2025/06/2516068.html
https://tpz.al/bota/themeluesi-i-telegram-it-akuzon-parisin-per-nderhyrje-ne-zgjedhjet-rumune-m-i286875
https://koha.mk/kelog-ukraina-mund-te-ndahet-si-berlini-pas-luftes-se-dyte-boterore/
https://a2news.com/rajoni-bota/bota/putin-e-gjithe-ukraina-eshte-e-jona-kievi-te-pranoje-realitetin-i1151134
https://euronews.al/peskov-ukraina-nuk-eshte-gati-per-negociata-trupat-ruse-po-perparojne/
https://a2news.com/rajoni-bota/ballkani/mbledhja-urgjente-e-keshillit-te-sigurise-vucic-i-jep-urdhr-i1148698
https://www.gazetatema.net/bota/ne-mandatin-e-pare-ndalova-nje-konflikt-kosove-serbi-trump-irani-dhe-izrael-i500054
https://www.gazetatema.net/bota/ne-mandatin-e-pare-ndalova-nje-konflikt-kosove-serbi-trump-irani-dhe-izrael-i500054
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BOSNIA AND  
HERZEGOVINA

Public discourse in Bosnia and Herzegovina has been heavily influenced by conspiracy narratives 

circulating across various media channels and online platforms. They varied from false claims 

portraying the Pope`s funeral as “satanic ritual” with fabricated quotes attributed to the Pope; 

presenting the power outages in Spain and Portugal as a prelude to “global military governance,” 

alongside fake videos claiming a Chinese breakthrough for Gaza aid using recycled or AI-

enhanced footage. Conspiracy narratives extended to financial and global governance issues, 

including claims about criminalizing cash in various countries and misrepresentations of the 

WHO Pandemic Agreement as a tool for stripping state sovereignty and enabling “population 

control.” Much like the rest of Europe, the ongoing coverage of the war in Ukraine and Gaza were 

exploited to drive polarization in the society.

Besides conspiracy narratives, Serbian revisionism continuously flooded BiH media, including 

denial of the Srebrenica genocide and rehabilitations of convicted war criminal Ratko Mladić, as 

well as other war crime related figures. Other geopolitical disinformation included a fabricated 

speech by the leader of Burkina Faso’s military junta and false claims about the French President 

allegedly hiding cocaine during a meeting with EU counterparts.

Disinformation campaigns aimed at the student protests in Serbia featured prominently, with 

Serbian media linked to President Vučić attacking the BiH fact-checking platform raskrinkavanje.

ba.

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/obrnuti-krst-pored-kovcega-pape-franje-simbolizuje-mucenistvo-svetog-petra-i-nema-veze-sa-satanizmom
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/obrnuti-krst-pored-kovcega-pape-franje-simbolizuje-mucenistvo-svetog-petra-i-nema-veze-sa-satanizmom
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/nestanak-struje-u-spaniji-i-portugalu-nije-uvod-u-vojne-uprave-sirom-svijeta
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/viralni-snimci-ne-prikazuju-kineski-proboj-blokade-za-humanitarnu-pomoc-gazi
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/teorija-zavjere-australijanac-nije-uhapsen-zbog-podizanja-gotovine
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/teorija-zavjere-australijanac-nije-uhapsen-zbog-podizanja-gotovine
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/izmisljene-optuzbe-za-trgovinu-djecom-protiv-fondacije-olene-zelenske
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/pristrasno-na-rtrs-u-o-reakcijama-medunarodne-zajednice-na-krizu-u-bi-h
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/genocid-u-srebrenici-nije-mit
https://n1info.ba/english/news/ratko-mladic-and-other-war-criminals-officially-become-heroes-in-the-rs-education-system/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/viralni-govor-lidera-vojne-hunte-u-burkini-faso-nije-autentican
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/viralni-govor-lidera-vojne-hunte-u-burkini-faso-nije-autentican
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/teorijama-zavjere-protiv-studentskih-protesta-u-srbiji-tajne-agende-i-digitalno-ropstvo
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/vode-protesta-u-srbiji-ne-dolaze-na-obuku-ekstremista-na-point-u
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/
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Most 
impactful 
themes 

Most impactful narratives Most impactful disinformation instances

Genocide 
denial

`` Genocide in Srebrenica is 
a myth

`` Historic revisionism

`` High Representative will be 
arrested in RS

`` Perpetuating the myth of a false genocide

`` Ratko Mladić did everything according to the 
law

`` High Representative Christian Schmidt was 
being secured by the RS police

Student 
protests

`` Global elites are 
orchestrating events in 
Serbia

`` Protests are aggressive

`` Protests are organized and 
radicalized through foreign 
influence and extremist 
training

`` Singers and actors have been hired to 
advertise the so-called student protests 

`` Viral video show the attack on opponents of 
student protests

`` Leaders of protests in Serbia are coming to 
extremist training at POINT

Funeral of 
the Pope 
Francis

`` Conspiracy theories 

`` Demonizing Western 
leaders and institutions

`` This look more like a satanic ritual than a 
Pope’s funeral

`` Pope John Paul II told US President Bill Clinton: 
You should bomb the Serbs

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/genocid-u-srebrenici-nije-mit
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/rtrs-kao-poligon-za-iznosenje-dezinformacija-o-mladicevoj-krivici-i-haskom-tribunalu
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/mup-rs-a-nije-bio-dio-obezbjedenja-christiana-schmidta-u-potocarima
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/teorijama-zavjere-protiv-studentskih-protesta-u-srbiji-tajne-agende-i-digitalno-ropstvo
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/viralni-snimak-ne-prikazuje-napad-na-protivnika-studentskih-protesta-u-srbiji
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/vode-protesta-u-srbiji-ne-dolaze-na-obuku-ekstremista-na-point-u
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/papa-franjo-nije-sahranjen-u-satanistickom-obredu
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/falsifikat-star-dvije-i-po-decenije-papa-jovan-pavle-ii-nije-rekao-da-treba-bombardovati-srbe
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KOSOVO

In the second quarter of 2025, Kosovo faced two major challenges: continous tensions with 

Serbia and domestic political instability. The latter stemmed from the post-election deadlock 

and the stalled formation of Kosovo’s Assembly, a situation exploited to question institutional 

legitimacy through distorted coverage abroad. Kosovo’s statehood and further erosion of the 

trust in NATO and the EU was actively targeted through social media manipulative content 

campaigns, especially through Telegram and TikTok, spread anti-Western narratives, threatening 

local Kosovo Serbs that cooperate with Kosovo state institutions by labeling them as “traitors”.

Misleading reports on supposed withdrawal of US troops from Kosovo, alongside commemorations 

of NATO’s 1999 airstrikes, followed by statements by Russian officials enhanced anti-Western 

and anti-NATO sentiment. Serbian nationalist narratives, such as the  Serbian Orthodox Church 

Patriarch’s call for a “Serbian World” which includes Kosovo. Symbolic provocations like signs 

depicting Peja as part of Serbia, reinforced ethno-nationalist claims and heightened the 

tensions in Pristina. Local incidents in northern Kosovo, including police operations in Mitrovica 

and student provocations, were misrepresented to depict Serbs as victims. AI-generated images 

and videos were noted to amplify sensational content and create clickbait while inflaming ethnic 

divisions.

Regional developments and international recognition of Kosovo’s independence were also 

subject of manipulation. Serbian media portrayed recognitions from Kenya and Sudan as 

illegitimate or bought, while incidents in Montenegro and tensions over regional alliances were 

framed as threats to ethnic Serbian communities. These narratives exploit hybrid tactics like 

social media manipulation and AI-generated content to influence the stability of the country and 

to undermine regional cooperation affecting Euro-Atlantic integration.

Overall, Kosovo’s information environment was impacted by political instability, interethnic 

tensions and deliberate information manipulations, with campaigns targeting the legitimacy of 

institutions and reinforcing the Serbian historical victimhood. These manipulations undermine 

regional stability and exploit the unregulated digital ecosystem to mobilize nationalist sentiment 

and intimidate cooperation with Kosovo`s institutions. 

especially through Telegram

https://balkaneu.com/political-turmoil-in-kosovo-parliament-session-collapses-government-formation-at-risk/
https://www.voxnews.al/english/kosovabota/deshton-per-here-te-27-te-konstituimi-i-kuvendit-te-kosoves-i93461
https://meta.mk/en/telegram-pro-russian-channels-heaven-the-topic-of-kosovo-mobilizes-pro-russian-serbian-nationalists/#:~:text=With%20over%2036.000%20posts%2C%20around%2020%20a%20day%2C,sometimes%20even%20about%20the%20other%20Western%20Balkan%20countries.
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/nato-mohon-terheqjen-e-trupave-amerikane-nga-kosova/
https://sbunker.org/disinfo/narrativa-anti-nato-rishfaqen-ne-pervjetore-historike-dhe-ne-prag-te-samitit-te-hages/
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/patriarku-serb-therret-per-nje-serbi-te-madhe-me-bekimin-e-putinit/
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/patriarku-serb-therret-per-nje-serbi-te-madhe-me-bekimin-e-putinit/
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/peja-si-srb-kur-politika-lokale-tenton-te-krijoje-tensione-ndershteterore/
https://sbunker.org/disinfo/incidenti-me-maturantet-serbe-ne-veri-cfare-ndodhi-dhe-si-u-pasqyrua-ne-media/
https://sbunker.org/disinfo/aksionet-e-fundit-ne-veri-diskurs-i-tensionuar-dhe-paralajmerime-per-destabilizim/
https://www.facebook.com/100080255856349/posts/762427706442418/?mibextid=wwXIfr&rdid=9AVjGzAynKVWX1mg
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/njohje-te-reja-perballa-narratives-serbe-se-kosova-nuk-eshte-shtet/
https://www.kurir.rs/vesti/politika/9626584/srbija-mora-konstantno-da-se-bori-za-otpriznanja-kosova
https://sbunker.org/disinfo/telegrami-si-laborator-i-propagandes-dhe-urrejtjes/
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Most 
impactful 
themes 

Most impactful narratives   Most impactful disinformation instances

Kosovo- 
Serbia 
relations

`` Serbs as victims of 
organized repression

`` Kosovo Police are engaging 
in ethnically motivated 
violence

`` Kosovo is not a real 
country

`` The terror experienced by young Serbs by 
Kurti’s police in Kosovo

`` Blood marks as a result of the violence 
exercised by the Kosovo Police

`` Kenya’s recognition is grave act and a 
political blow to Serbia

  Anti 
-Western

`` NATO is anti-Serbia

`` NATO is a terroristic 
organization

`` The West is hypocritical

`` NATO bombing was aggression on a 
sovereign and independent country

`` Europe in Fear! Intelligence Agencies Fear 
U.S. Troop Withdrawal

Formation 
of the 
Parliament 
and 
Government 
after the 
elections 

`` Election commissions 
favor certain parties

`` Vote-buying and 
pressuring voters 

`` Political party Srpska Lista accuses the CEC 
of denying it the right to observation and 
control on election day

`` Serbs accuse each other of buying votes

https://sbunker.org/disinfo/incidenti-me-studentin-ne-beograd-perdoret-nga-zyrtaret-serbe-per-ti-forcuar-narrativat-kunder-kosoves/
https://sbunker.org/disinfo/incidenti-me-maturantet-serbe-ne-veri-cfare-ndodhi-dhe-si-u-pasqyrua-ne-media/
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/njohje-te-reja-perballa-narratives-serbe-se-kosova-nuk-eshte-shtet/
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/nato-mohon-terheqjen-e-trupave-amerikane-nga-kosova/
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/nato-mohon-terheqjen-e-trupave-amerikane-nga-kosova/
https://sbunker.org/en/disinfo/nato-mohon-terheqjen-e-trupave-amerikane-nga-kosova/
https://www.evropaelire.org/a/lista-serbe-akuzon-kqz-po-mohon-drejten-vezhgim-zgjedhje/33271152.html
https://www.evropaelire.org/a/serbet-akuzojne-njeri-tjetrin-per-blerje-votash-/33303980.html
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MONTENEGRO

Montenegro`s advancing its EU accession efforts to close several negotiation chapters despite 

earlier delays, was in the center of the political and information environment. However the 

retirement of Constitutional Court judge Dragana Djuranovic escalated political tensions and 

triggered a crisis over new appointments which even sparked public protests. Responding to the 

situation, the European Union urged Montenegro’s institutions to uphold the law and Constitution, 

stressing that respect for democratic principles is essential for the country’s EU path, while civil 

society continued to actively support reforms and the integration process.

Montenegro has enjoyed strong EU backing in its reform efforts and membership ambitions 

translated into safeguarding the credibility of the enlargement policy,  which is why the anti-EU 

sentiment and manipulative narratives are circulating the public discourse. 

Montenegro aims to host the European Political Community summit in 2026 and France expressing 

its support for the initiative, viewing it as an opportunity to further strengthen Montenegro’s 

status as a regional leader, stronger information manipulation campaigns with anti-EU narratives 

can be expected. 

Montenegro’s tourism sector faced significant challenges as a sharp VAT increase on hotel stays, 

unclear intentions of tourist investors and delays in beach lease tenders disrupted the season. 

Many hotels reclassified their operations, exposing a vast shadow market of unregistered 

rentals. These developments led to the first decline in tourism revenues since independence 

and sparked protests from industry stakeholders, threatening the country’s key economic sector 

and by extension its EU progress. 

The ongoing war in Ukraine remains a key driver of disinformation, with pro-Russian outlets 

amplifying anti-Ukrainian and anti-Zelensky messaging, often portraying Ukraine as a corrupt 

or failing state and framing President Zelensky as a Western puppet. These narratives are 

complemented by reports, real and fabricated, of alleged Montenegrin mercenaries fighting 

in Ukraine, which are used to deepen internal polarization and undermine public support for 

Montenegro’s alignment with EU and NATO positions.

https://www.gov.me/en/article/montenegro-doubles-the-number-of-closed-chapters-a-landmark-achievement-on-the-eu-path-giving-fresh-momentum-to-the-enlargement-process
https://rks.news/montenegro-constitutional-crisis-eu-support/
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/montenegros-road-to-the-eu-civil-societys-role-in-turning-ambition-into-reality/196181/
https://www.ocnal.com/2025/05/montenegro-moves-closer-to-eu.html
https://www.epc.eu/publication/30-in-2030-making-montenegros-eu-accession-a-success-story/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/poljska-nije-napustila-eu/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/crnogorski-vojnici-nece-ici-u-kijev-eumam-misija-se-odvija-na-tlu-eu/
https://www.gov.me/en/article/pm-spajic-announces-montenegro-to-host-the-eu-western-balkans-summit-in-2026
https://en.vijesti.me/news-b/politika/749766/Milatovic-France-supports-the-initiative-for-Montenegro-to-host-the-European-Political-Community-summit
https://montenegrobusiness.eu/montenegros-tourism-crisis-failed-policies-rising-costs-and-lost-competitiveness/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analize/skriveni-oglasi-kad-mediji-stanu-na-stranu-investitora/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analize/premijerov-vodic-kroz-milijarde-od-konzervativnih-35-do-minimalnih-25/
https://www.nedeljnik.rs/strucnjak-analiticar-doktor-ko-je-sasa-borojevic-kandidat-liste-aleksandar-vucic-beograd-sutra/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/ukrajinci-na-ulicama-zbog-antikorupcijskih-zakona-a-ne-mirovnog-sporazuma-sa-rusijom/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/i-borojevic-se-pridruzio-dezinformisanju-crna-gora-ne-salje-vojnike-u-ukrajinu/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/i-borojevic-se-pridruzio-dezinformisanju-crna-gora-ne-salje-vojnike-u-ukrajinu/
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Most 
impactful 
themes 

Most impactful narratives Most impactful disinformation Instances

Anti-EU `` In the EU people are losing 
control of their savings

`` The EU is secretly funding 
the Islamization of Europe

`` The Union is fracturing 
and can’t hold members 
together

`` In France you have to ask permission to 
withdraw your money

`` What is the “White Islam” project?

`` A possible Polexit, Poland’s departure from 
the largest community 

Anti LGBTQI+ `` European integration 
forces acceptance of non-
traditional values

`` Catholicism is hostile to 
LGBTQI+ community

`` Celebration of Europe day and fascism day

`` Pope Leo XIV deliberately ignore the rainbow 
flag

War in 
Ukraine

`` Montenegro is sending 
mercenaries in Ukraine

`` Ukrainans are against 
Zelensky

`` Montenegro is sending soldiers to fight in  
Ukraine against Russia!

`` Massive protests broke out in Kyiv against 
Ukrainian President Zelensky

https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/u-francuskoj-ne-morate-traziti-dozvolu-da-podignete-svoj-novac/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/sta-je-projekat-bijeli-islam-eu-ne-finansira-preobracanje-bijelaca-u-islam-vec-religijsko-istrazivanje/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/poljska-nije-napustila-eu/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/parada-ponosa-a-ne-dan-evrope-stari-video-za-novo-dezinformisanje-i-anti-eu-narative/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/papa-lav-xiv-nije-ignorisao-lgbtiq-zastavu/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/i-borojevic-se-pridruzio-dezinformisanju-crna-gora-ne-salje-vojnike-u-ukrajinu/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/ukrajinci-na-ulicama-zbog-antikorupcijskih-zakona-a-ne-mirovnog-sporazuma-sa-rusijom/
https://www.raskrinkavanje.me/analiza/ukrajinci-na-ulicama-zbog-antikorupcijskih-zakona-a-ne-mirovnog-sporazuma-sa-rusijom/
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NORTH MACEDONIA

During the reporting period, information manipulation campaigns were monitored within the 

North Macedonia`s public discourse, related to the tragic Kočani nightclub fire as well as the 

global political developments around the war in Ukraine and Victory Day. 

The Kočani nightclub fire, which claimed 62 lives on March 16, remained in focus, as 

authorities faced growing evidence of regulatory failures. Despite the severity of the findings, 

no high-ranking officials—apart from the Kočani mayor—resigned, reinforcing perceptions 

of governmental impunity and lack of accountability.  Disinformation narratives reframed the 

tragedy along ethnic lines, blaming specific countries and deepening societal polarization, 

while coordinated activities sought to discourage protests, intimidate critics, while citizens 

were documenting the false claims about canceled gatherings. These narratives aim to deflect 

institutional accountability by redirecting public attention toward blame-shifting narratives that 

distort or discredit the protesters’ legitimate demands.

Prime Minister Hristijan Mickoski intensified anti-EU rhetoric during this period, claiming to have 

received “disturbing information” about coordinated attempts in Brussels to negate Macedonian 

language and identity. These narratives were reinforced by social media posts by public figures 

or individual users that framed European integration as a threat to national sovereignty and 

Macedonian identity, portraying the EU as coercive, fascistic, and prone to double standards. 

Such identity-based messaging deepened public distrust toward EU institutions and fueled 

political polarization, particularly during moments of domestic tension.

Victory Day celebration in Moscow has been an initiation spark for tensions. Despite EU warnings, 

several Balkan and EU political leaers and actors attended, including the leader of parliamentary 

political party Levica Dimitar Apasiev. This fueled competing narratives in North Macedonia. 

France published an analysis of the Storm-1516 disinformation system, which seeks to fuel anti-

Western sentiment and exacerbate domestic divisions, and has also been active in targeting 

North Macedonia. The network’s narratives intertwine local and international political themes, 

depicting Western support for Ukraine and European institutions as corrupt, self-serving, and 

https://apnews.com/article/north-macedonia-kocani-nightclub-fire-0202ab92fd2d481895d4fa8c8e0111a8
https://apnews.com/article/north-macedonia-kocani-nightclub-fire-0202ab92fd2d481895d4fa8c8e0111a8
https://euronews.al/en/tragedy-in-north-macedonia-three-mayors-of-kocani-arrested/
https://vistinomer.mk/objava-manipulira-so-etnichkata-pripadnost-na-osomnichenite-za-pozharot-vo-puls/
https://vistinomer.mk/objava-pogreshno-tvrdi-deka-albanija-i-kosovo-ne-%D1%9D-pruzhile-pomosh-na-makedonija-po-tragedijata-vo-kochani/
https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/nemashe-komemorativna-sednitsa-za-zaginatite-vo-kochani-zashto-ke-se-otvoreshe-prashane-zoshto-nemashe-i-za-modularnata-i-za-besa-trans-reche-gashi/?fbclid=IwY2xjawJ26opleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHsA7rSEwpT-S962sPuKFI81h_xqE-e4O94evlE5Y2cVlIB0rgND-QTddwH3H_aem_b2Oier9gAJC0PY3mlFXFBg
https://trn.mk/komu-mu-prechi-studentari%d1%98a/
https://trn.mk/nezavisen-studentski-so%D1%98uz-utreshniot-sobir-ne-e-otkazhan-se-shirat-lazhni-i-tendencziozni-shpekulaczii/
https://telegrafi.com/en/mickoski-some-politicians-in-brussels-are-trying-again-to-reformulate-the-macedonian-language-and-identity/
https://vistinomer.mk/makedonskiot-identitet-ne-e-smenet-nitu-pak-nekoj-kje-go-menuva-nacionalniot-sostav-vo-drzhavata/
https://vistinomer.mk/ne-e-tochno-deka-eu-e-nacifashistichka-i-deka-vo-ep-se-glasalo-za-toa-dali-postojat-makedonci/
https://vistinomer.mk/parada-na-pobedata-vo-moskva-koga-putin-govori-za-pravda-i-pravednost/
https://www.politico.eu/article/dont-go-russia-ww2-victory-day-celebration-eu-warns-leaders-vladimir-putin/
https://vistinomer.mk/vuchikj-i-fico-vo-antizapadnite-narativi-najdolgiot-pat-na-najdobrite-ruski-prijateli/
https://mactel.com.au/en/Apasiyev-in-Moscow--someone-from-the-back-row/
https://truthmeter.mk/the-disinformation-storm-1516-reached-north-macedonia/
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  a danger to the world and the local audience. Through coordinated messaging, these 

campaigns aim to shape public opinion and influence political discourse within the country. 

They reinforce anti-EU narratives, claiming that the EU threatens Macedonian sovereignty 

and identity, behaves fascistically, and fuels contradictions and political spin, with 

domestic actors blaming each other over how to advance EU negotiations. Debates over 

the  peace in Ukraine have fueled narratives in North Macedonia, reinforcing pro-Russian 

and anti-Western messaging.  

Most 
impactful 
themes 

Most impactful narratives Most impactful disinformation instances

Anti-Ukraine `` NATO is supporting Ukraine

`` Ukraine banned Russian 
language

`` Ukraine banned Orthodoxy 

`` Ukraine doesn’t want 
peace

`` NATO countries are attacking Russia with its 
nuclear potential

`` 35% of the population in Ukraine was banned 
from using their language

`` Ukraine constantly talks about peace, but on 
the ground the exact opposite is happening

Anti-EU `` Sovereignty threat

`` EU behaves fascistic 
toward North Macedonia

`` EU wants war with Russia

`` The Macedonian identity will be changed

`` The Parliament has voted on whether 
Macedonians exist

`` EU wants war with Russia. Which side will 
Macedonia take?

Kočani 
nightclub 
fire

`` Student protests are 
cancelled

`` Protest is political

`` Ony Albanians are suspects

`` The Independent Student Union cancels 
tomorrow’s rally in front of UKIM

`` 35 people who were initially suspected are 
ethnic Albanians

https://truthmeter.mk/nato-has-nothing-to-do-with-the-ukrainian-operation-that-destroyed-russian-bombers-not-nuclear-weapons/
https://vistinomer.mk/ne-e-tochno-deka-eu-e-nacifashistichka-i-deka-vo-ep-se-glasalo-za-toa-dali-postojat-makedonci/
https://vistinomer.mk/ne-e-tochno-deka-eu-e-nacifashistichka-i-deka-vo-ep-se-glasalo-za-toa-dali-postojat-makedonci/
https://vistinomer.mk/kontraspin-sdsm-ne-im-se-dodvoruva-na-bugarite-ustavnite-izmeni-se-uslov-za-prikluchok-kon-eu/
https://vistinomer.mk/od-mir-za-eden-den-do-neefektivno-primirje-so-brzina-na-polzhav/
https://vistinomer.mk/nato-nema-vrska-so-ukrainskata-operacija-vo-koja-se-unishteni-ruski-bombarderi-a-ne-nuklearno-oruzhje/
https://vistinomer.mk/ukraincite-ne-go-zabranija-ruskiot-jazik-tuku-go-vtemelija-ukrainskiot-vo-sluzhbenata-upotreba/
https://vistinomer.mk/ukraincite-ne-go-zabranija-ruskiot-jazik-tuku-go-vtemelija-ukrainskiot-vo-sluzhbenata-upotreba/
https://vistinomer.mk/napadot-vrz-krimskiot-most-znachel-deka-ukraina-ne-sakala-mir/
https://vistinomer.mk/napadot-vrz-krimskiot-most-znachel-deka-ukraina-ne-sakala-mir/
https://vistinomer.mk/makedonskiot-identitet-ne-e-smenet-nitu-pak-nekoj-kje-go-menuva-nacionalniot-sostav-vo-drzhavata/
https://vistinomer.mk/ne-e-tochno-deka-eu-e-nacifashistichka-i-deka-vo-ep-se-glasalo-za-toa-dali-postojat-makedonci/
https://vistinomer.mk/ne-e-tochno-deka-eu-e-nacifashistichka-i-deka-vo-ep-se-glasalo-za-toa-dali-postojat-makedonci/
https://vistinomer.mk/ne-e-tochno-deka-nato-i-eu-sakaat-vojna-so-rusija/
https://trn.mk/nezavisen-studentski-so%D1%98uz-utreshniot-sobir-ne-e-otkazhan-se-shirat-lazhni-i-tendencziozni-shpekulaczii/
https://trn.mk/nezavisen-studentski-so%D1%98uz-utreshniot-sobir-ne-e-otkazhan-se-shirat-lazhni-i-tendencziozni-shpekulaczii/
https://vistinomer.mk/objava-manipulira-so-etnichkata-pripadnost-na-osomnichenite-za-pozharot-vo-puls/
https://vistinomer.mk/objava-manipulira-so-etnichkata-pripadnost-na-osomnichenite-za-pozharot-vo-puls/
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SERBIA

Between April and June 2025, the political crisis in Serbia deepened, with continued mass 

civic and student protests met by a growing wave of media repression and state-backed 

disinformation. Pro-government outlets intensified efforts to delegitimize the protest 

movement by branding it a “colored revolution” allegedly orchestrated by foreign actors. 

This narrative was amplified by high-ranking officials, including President Aleksandar 

Vučić and National Assembly Speaker Ana Brnabić, who portrayed the protests as part of a 

broader foreign-backed agenda to destabilize Serbia and overthrow the government.

In April, students cycled from Novi Sad to Strasbourg to present their demands to EU 

representatives. While welcomed by Members of the European Parliament, the awarness 

raising activity was framed in Serbian pro-government media as a coordinated anti-Serbian 

stunt allegedly endorsed by EU institutions. Serbian tabloids accused the EU of supporting 

extremists, reinforcing long-standing anti-Western sentiments.

Simultaneously, foreign policy tensions escalated. President Vučić travelled to Moscow to 

attend the May 9 Victory Day Parade, despite the EU warnings to avoid public appearances 

with Vladimir Putin. Serbian Patriarch Porfirije also visited Moscow, where, in the presence 

of Putin and Patriarch Kirill, he echoed the government’s narrative by labelling the domestic 

protest movement a “coloured revolution.” His controversial remarks, delivered before a 

foreign leader, blurred the line between religious and state diplomacy, further entrenching 

Serbia’s eastward alignment.

June brought renewed tensions around the Vidovdan protest on June 28th, a date of 

immense historical and symbolic value. Although the protest remained largely peaceful, 

police used excessive force in isolated incidents, triggering new blockades and arrests. 

In the second quarter of 2025, disinformation was not just a side tactic, but a key part of 

how the Serbian government responded to citizen protests. By mixing narratives on foreign 

enemies, historical comparisons, and personal discreditation, pro-government actors 

created a version of reality where protests are dangerous, critics are enemies of the state, 

and any call for change is seen as betrayal. This system of controlled information weakens 

public trust, hides wrongdoing, and blocks real democratic discussion and reform.

https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2025/06/30/lavrov-warns-west-against-backing-color-revolution-in-serbia-as-protests-heat-up-a89612
https://thegeopost.com/en/analysis/vucic-accuses-the-west-of-a-color-revolution-in-serbia-russian-media-repeat-his-statement/
https://balkaneu.com/pedaling-for-change-serbian-students-cycle-to-strasbourg-for-eu-support/
https://www.blic.rs/vesti/politika/kocijancic-neosnovane-optuzbe-da-eu-placa-ekstremiste-da-prave-haos-u-srbiji/10e620m
https://www.blic.rs/vesti/politika/kocijancic-neosnovane-optuzbe-da-eu-placa-ekstremiste-da-prave-haos-u-srbiji/10e620m
https://euromaidanpress.com/2025/05/07/serbian-presidents-flight-to-moscow-on-victory-day-blocked-by-baltic-states/
https://orthodoxtimes.com/patriarch-of-serbia-arrives-in-moscow-for-official-visit-with-serbian-orthodox-delegation/
https://www.masina.rs/eng/two-gatherings-in-belgrade-on-vidovdan-a-choice-between-empires/
https://www.gradjanske.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Protests-Against-Corruption-in-Serbia_-A-Review-of-Events-and-Institutional-Response.pdf


22

DISINFORMATION TRENDS 
AND NARRATIVES IN THE 

WESTERN BALKAN REGION: 
MEDIA MONITORING REPORT 

APRIL–JUNE 2025

  
Most 
impactful 
themes 

Most impactful narratives Most impactful disinformation instances

Student 
protests

`` Colored revolution scenario 

`` EU is supporting extremists

`` Desecrating Vidovdan and 
plotting violence

`` Here’s who pedaled to Strasbourg on 
behalf of the student protesters

`` Threats to Serbia on a sacred day- 
they want blood, fear, and chaos on 
Vidovdan

Serbia’s ties 
with Russia

`` The West wants to block Serbia 
from cooperating 

`` Spiritual-political alliance 
between Serbia and Russia

`` How the West banned Victory Day

`` From Moscow to America – Serbia in a 
complex geopolitical game

Local 
elections in 
Kosjerić and 
Zaječar

`` Students’ protests are political

`` Students protest is opposition 
driven

`` NGO activists are interfering the 
elections

`` Blockaders cause chaos: Opposition 
MPs and NGO activists incite the 
people during the election silence

`` Seven months of trying to destroy the 
SNS, and still nothing!

    

https://www.isac-fund.org/en/news/monstrous-heres-who-pedaled-to-strasbourg-on-behalf-of-the-student-protesters-and-was-received-by-meps-video
https://www.isac-fund.org/en/news/analysis-of-the-news-threats-to-serbia-on-a-sacred-day-they-want-blood-fear-and-chaos-on-vidovdan-brnabic-exposes-the-plans-of-the-blockaders
https://www.isac-fund.org/en/programmes/regional-initiative-to-combat-disinformation/analysis-of-the-news-how-the-west-banned-victory-day-and-helped-defeat-the-truth
https://www.isac-fund.org/en/news/analysis-of-the-narrative-from-moscow-to-america-serbia-in-a-complex-geopolitical-game
https://www.isac-fund.org/en/news/analysis-of-the-narrative-from-moscow-to-america-serbia-in-a-complex-geopolitical-game
https://informer.rs/politika/vesti/1023790/blokaderi-krse-izbornu-tisinu-u-kosjericu
https://www.isac-fund.org/en/programmes/regional-initiative-to-combat-disinformation/analysis-of-the-news-seven-months-of-trying-to-destroy-the-sns-and-still-nothing-vucic-when-people-enter-the-voting-booth-they-choose-their-serbia
https://www.isac-fund.org/en/programmes/regional-initiative-to-combat-disinformation/analysis-of-the-news-seven-months-of-trying-to-destroy-the-sns-and-still-nothing-vucic-when-people-enter-the-voting-booth-they-choose-their-serbia
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Across the Western Balkans, disinformation and information manipulatio remains a powerful 
tool for undermining democratic processes, polarizing societies and distorting public debate 
on EU and Euro-Atlantic path of the countries in the region. From March to June -2025, a new 
wave of narratives, often aligned with Russian interests intertwined with local political agendas, 
have been used to discredit protests, disrupt electoral processes, and weaken public trust in 
institutions.

Anti-EU disinformation campaigns aiming at further polarization of the region

The annual May 9 celebrations of Europe Day and Victory Day in the Western Balkans are likely to 
continue serving as fertile ground for disinformation campaigns that exploit historical sensitivities 
and geopolitical fault lines. Anti-EU narratives are used to sow disunity and bolster support for 
the Russian war effort, while pro-Russian outlets and local actors glorify the Soviet role in World 
War II and discredit the Western Allies, particularly in post-war reconstruction and EU integration. 
These narratives distort historical facts, erode trust in EU institutions, frustrate EU integration 
efforts, and deepen societal polarization.

By framing May 9 commemorations within anti-West/anti-EU contexts and combining emotionally 
charged content with identity-based rhetoric, disinformation spreaders will likely continue to 
divide communities, downplay Russia’s current aggression, and destabilize the fragile social 
cohesion in the region.

Anticipated disinformation campaigns targeting NATO after the Summit in The Hague

The 2025 NATO Summit in The Hague, held from 24–26 June, demonstrated how geopolitical 
events can be exploited for disinformation in the Western Balkans. Anti-democratic narratives 
targeted Albania, Montenegro, and North Macedonia, highlighting their NATO membership and 
framing the region as being drawn into unwanted conflicts—particularly by supporting Ukraine or 
recalling NATO’s 1990s air campaign in Serbia.

Based on these patterns, similar disinformation campaigns are likely to emerge around future 
NATO-related events, leveraging historical grievances, regional sensitivities, and geopolitical 

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victory_Day_(9_May)
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_225618.htm
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  tensions to polarize societies, undermine trust in democratic institutions, and fuel anti-Western 
sentiment.

Disinformation around the 30th Anniversary of Operation Storm (“Oluja”) 
As the 30th anniversary of Operation Storm (Operacija Oluja) was announced, a surge of 
disinformation is expected across Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Croatia, and with spillover 
effects in Montenegro and North Macedonia, where Serbian-language media holds influence. 
Political actors are likely to exploit this emotionally charged moment to reinforce ethno-nationalist 
narratives: Croatian narratives framing Oluja as a heroic operation saving Bosnia from a second 
“Srebrenica,” and Serbian narratives portraying Serbs as the sole victims of ethnic cleansing.

Past trends suggest the reuse of manipulated content, social media campaigns, and performative 
cultural events to amplify national victimhood, polarize societies, and obstruct reconciliation. 
These campaigns may inflame inter-ethnic tensions, manipulate historical memory, and deepen 
divisions, particularly in areas where communities remain vulnerable to nationalist propaganda 
and unresolved wartime grievances. 

COUNTRY-SPECIFIC VULNERABILITIES

Albania: 

•	 As the country advances toward EU accession negotiations, anti-EU narratives are 
increasingly shaping public discourse. Disinformation campaigns seek to undermine trust in 
democratic institutions, question electoral integrity, and portray EU integration as a threat to 
national sovereignty. Citizens with lower media literacy are particularly susceptible, making 
these narratives effective in fostering skepticism toward EU membership and fueling public 
resistance to reform initiatives.

Bosnia and Herzegovina: 

•	 Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) remains vulnerable to disinformation campaigns wrapped around 
unsettled broader dynamics of post-war narratives. The failure of BiH’s political elites to reach 
a national consensus on the historical facts of the war allows alternative ‘truths’ to emerge, 
preventing societal wounds from healing and pushing citizens into deeper polarization. 
Anniversaries such as the Operation Storm (Operacija Oluja in local languages)  are anticipated 
to be ones with high potential to trigger tensions and disinformation campaigns that will 
deepen ethnic divides, using polarizing narratives that will manipulate historical facts, inflate 
casualty figures, or glorify one group’s actions while vilifying another’s.

Kosovo: 

•	 Operations by Kosovo’s police in Serb-majority northern areas are likely to trigger a surge in 
disinformation, with narratives portraying legal enforcement as ethnically motivated purges. 
Serbian media and hybrid actors may depict Kosovo’s institutions as oppressive, mistreating 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Storm


25

DISINFORMATION TRENDS 
AND NARRATIVES IN THE 

WESTERN BALKAN REGION: 
MEDIA MONITORING REPORT 

APRIL–JUNE 2025

local Serb communities, and illegitimate. These campaigns risk deepening ethnic divisions, 
spreading fear among the Serbian population, and framing Kosovo as unstable and unprepared 
for EU and NATO integration. Authorities and civil society should monitor information flows 
closely and reinforce transparent communication to counter misinformation.

Montenegro: 

•	 As Montenegro prepares for the tourist season, disinformation campaigns are expected to 
increase, primarily originating from Serbian media. Past patterns show coordinated efforts 
portraying Montenegro’s tourism as unwelcoming to Serbian visitors, unsafe due to alleged 
mistreatment at borders or high prices, and environmentally compromised. Narratives may 
also frame Montenegro as economically vulnerable and incapable of European integration, 
aiming to weaken a key sector of its economy.

By delegitimizing state institutions and portraying them as unstable, these campaigns 
undermine Montenegro’s Euro-Atlantic path, exploit nationalist sentiment to frame Serbia 
as heroic, and exacerbate bilateral tensions, eroding public trust and hindering regional 
cooperation.

North Macedonia: 

•	 Public discourse in North Macedonia has been increasingly shaped by anti-EU narratives, 
framing European integration as a threat to national identity and sovereignty. Prime Minister 
Hristijan Mickoski claimed to have received “disturbing information” suggesting coordinated 
attempts in Brussels to undermine Macedonian language and culture. These claims often 
highlight manipulative interpretations of the Prespa Agreement and are used to consolidate 
public support during periods of domestic political tension, portraying the EU as coercive and 
biased.

Such narratives reinforce a victimhood discourse, arguing that EU accession would come at 
the cost of Macedonian identity and pride. The EU is depicted as applying double standards, 
acting in its own geopolitical interest rather than supporting genuine enlargement.

Serbia 

•	 is on the verge of a serious media regulatory crisis following the controversial appointment of new 
members to the Regulatory Authority for Electronic Media (REM) Council. Only pro-government 
candidates were confirmed after 78 independent proposers withdrew 16 nominees, citing the 
rejection of 30 formal objections. As the primary regulatory body overseeing electronic media, 
particularly during election periods, this politicization undermines media pluralism, violates 
EU standards on media freedom and electoral integrity, and paves the way for a surge in anti-
democratic and anti-Western disinformation. The move consolidates pro-government control 
over the media landscape, deepening monopolization, and further entrenching narratives that 
weaken public trust and democratic norms.
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antidisinfo.net/hub

http://antidisinfo.net/hub

